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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 206848 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SHUM. IS 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ON SETTLEMENTS IN OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES. 

1 . UNDER JOINT AUSPICES OF REPRESENTATIVES LESS HAMILTON 
AND DON FRASER. HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE IS 
HOLDING SERIES OF HEARINGS ON ISRAELI SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY 
IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, ESPECIALLY IN WEST BANK. DEPART- 
MENT WITNESSES HAVE BEEN ASKED TO TESTIFY ON SEPTEMBER 23. 
COMMITTEE HAS ASKED DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE TO ADDRESS 
TESTIMONY TO FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: 
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A) THE UNITED STATES POSITION ON THE STATUS OF THE SETTLE- 
MENTS UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW INCLUDING THE APPLICABILITY 
OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE PROTECTION OF 
CIVILIAN PERSONS IN TIME OF WAR AND UNITED STATES POLICY ON 
THE ISSUE IN THE WAKE OF CONTINUED ISRAELI MOVES TO CHANGE 
THE CHARACTER OF THE WEST BANK; 
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B ) THE EFFECT OF THE SETTLEMENTS ON THE PEOPLE OF THE OCCU- 
PIED TERRITORIES AND ON PEACE NEGOTIATIONS; 

C) AN ASSESSMENT OF RECENT DECISIONS BY THE BEGIN GOVERN- 
MENT RELATING TO THE WEST BANK AND GAZA; AND 

D) THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SETTLEMENTS AND THE RIGHT 
OF SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE PEOPLES OF THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES. 

2. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY CONTRIBUTION EMBASSY 
OR CONGEN MAY CARE TO MAKE TO DEPARTMENT S TESTIMONY, 
ESPECIALLY CONCERNING POINTS B AND D ABOVE. COMMENTS 
SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY COB SEPTEMBER 2 IN ORDER TO BE FULLY 
FACTORED INTO PAPERS NOW IN PREPARATION IN DEPARTMENT. 
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TERRITORIES. 

1 . UNDER JOINT AUSPICES OF REPRESENTATIVES LESS HAMILTON 
AND DON FRASER. HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE IS 
HOLDING SERIES OF HEARINGS ON ISRAELI SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY 

IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, ESPECIALLY IN WEST BANK. DEPART- 
MENT WITNESSES HAVE BEEN ASKED TO TESTIFY ON SEPTEMBER 23. 
COMMITTEE HAS ASKED DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE TO ADDRESS 
TESTIMONY TO FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: 

A) THE UNITED STATES POSITION ON THE STATUS OF THE SETTLE- 
MENTS UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW INCLUDING THE APPLICABILITY 
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OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE PROTECTION OF 
CIVILIAN PERSONS IN TIME OF WAR AND UNITED STATES POLICY ON 
THE ISSUE IN THE WAKE OF CONTINUED ISRAELI MOVES TO CHANGE 
THE CHARACTER OF THE WEST BANK; 

B ) THE EFFECT OF THE SETTLEMENTS ON THE PEOPLE OF THE OCCU- 
PIED TERRITORIES AND ON PEACE NEGOTIATIONS; 

C) AN ASSESSMENT OF RECENT DECISIONS BY THE BEGIN GOVERN- 
MENT RELATING TO THE WEST BANK AND GAZA; AND 

D) THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SETTLEMENTS AND THE RIGHT 
OF SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE PEOPLES OF THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES. 

2. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY CONTRIBUTION EMBASSY 
OR CONGEN MAY CARE TO MAKE TO DEPARTMENT S TESTIMONY, 
ESPECIALLY CONCERNING POINTS B AND D ABOVE. COMMENTS 
SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY COB SEPTEMBER 2 IN ORDER TO BE FULLY 
FACTORED INTO PAPERS NOW IN PREPARATION IN DEPARTMENT. 

VANCE 
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